
Learn how you can save animals from extinction. 

Your challenge... 
is to learn about and speak out for an animal species that lives at  
Adelaide Zoo and is threatened in the wild.  

Years 4, 5, 6 & 7 



...a threat to an animal species at Adelaide Zoo  

...how you are going to speak out for  

this species? 

 ...to observe and learn about threatened species 

Find out what people are doing to save them 

...and design a story about how you will speak out for your animal 

...with your class and school, with the Zoo 

and your community   



Golden-lion 
Tamarin 

Ghost Bat Tasmanian 
Devil 

Little Blue 
Penguin 

Spotted  
Hyena 

Orange-
bellied Parrot 

Sumatran 
Orangutan 
and Tiger 

Asian Small-
clawed Otter 

Pigmy and 
Nile Hippo 

Giant Panda & 
Red Panda 

Quokka White-cheeked 
Gibbon  

Siamang Hyacinth  
Macaw 

Ring-tailed 
Lemur 

Find this map on the Adelaide Zoo website 

Rhino Iguana 



Habitat loss  

 

Humans eating wild animals 

 

Feral pests 

 

Humans killing wild animals 

 

Animal disease 

 

Traditional medicine 

 

Irresponsible tourism 

 

Pollution 

 

Poaching / smuggling 

 

Road kill 

Your animal 

What threatens your chosen animal? 
(Draw a line between the threat/s and your animal) 

Before you arrive at the Zoo 

Pick an animal from the list on the previous page. 

Other? 



 Why did you choose this animal? 

 What natural risks do they have in the wild? 

 What are the human caused threats to this animal? 

 How endangered is this animal? (see Redlist below) 

Explore the REDLIST to 

learn about your animal 

Before you arrive at the Zoo 

https://www.iucnredlist.org/


Choose how you will share your animal’s story… 

E.g. story book, poster, blog, video, rap, play or movie 

I will speak out for my animal by creating a... 

□ Where does the animal live in the wild? 

□ How endangered (threatened) is this species? 

□ What type of habitat does my animal live in at Adelaide Zoo? 

□ What information is there at the Zoo about your animal? 

□ What breeding programs is this animal part of? 

□ What other animals at the Zoo have similar threats to your animal? 

□ What other threats to animals did you discover at the Zoo? 

You could choose questions from the list below or make up your own. 

Don’t be afraid to ask your own 

questions too! 

Before you arrive at the Zoo 

Speak out for a threatened species to prevent extinction.  



 

Choose action/s you will speak out about to help save your animal  
species from extinction. 

Tell people about how to protect wildlife 

Share the conservation work of Zoos SA with others 

Educate others about nature and habitats 

Buy environmentally friendly products  

Support companies that give back to conservation 

Avoid buying animal souvenirs when traveling 

Fundraise to conserve your favourite species 

Volunteer with a  conservation group  

Take simple steps to save energy and water 

Refuse/Reduce/Reuse/Recycle 

Choose sustainable transport; walk/ride /bus 

Create a safe haven for wildlife in your backyard 

Get involved in wildlife monitoring such as backyard bird counts 

Participate in community planting and weeding events 

Highlight one or more of these actions you 

want to focus on in your presentation  

Here are some ideas about what people are doing to protect  
animals from extinction. 

Before you arrive at the Zoo 







This is the information I will gather while at the Zoo.  

□ Photos 

□ Video 

□ Your own notes 

□ Sketches 

□ Information from Zoo Volunteers 

What equipment will I need to collect this data? 

Camera / 
Phone 

iPad /  
Tablet 

Pencil / 
Paper 

Clip-
board 

Before you arrive at the Zoo 

□ Audio 



 At the Zoo 

Find your animal on the Zoo map.  

Record... 

Look out for these signs. What information 
can you find for your story? 

1. Interesting facts that you didn't discover in your earlier research 

2. What level of threat is your animal? 

3. What actions are Zoos taking to protect this animal? 

4. Are there special breeding programs to save your animal? 

5. If you asked a Zoo Volunteer about your animal, what facts did 
they give you? 

If your animal can’t be seen on the day, find another animal that has 
a similar threat that you can use as an example for your story.   

Using a phone or iPad/tablet to record your information? 

Consider creating separate albums for different animals  



Record / sketch here... 

 At the Zoo 



Record / sketch here... 

 At the Zoo 



Record / sketch here... 

 At the Zoo 



Record / sketch here... 

 At the Zoo 



Find up to 5 other animals at the Zoo that are threatened  
(Vulnerable, Endangered or Critically endangered).  

Animal  

 

Why is it threatened?   

Threat level What are Zoos doing to protect this species?   

 

 

Animal  

 

Why is it threatened?   

Threat level What are Zoos doing to protect this species?   

 

 

 At the Zoo 



Animal  

 

 

Why is it threatened?   

Threat level What are Zoos doing to protect this species?   

Animal  

 

Why is it threatened?   

Threat level What are Zoos doing to protect this species?   

Animal  

 

Why is it threatened?   

Threat level What are Zoos doing to protect this species?   

 At the Zoo 



Back at school / home 

Speak out for your animal through your story.  

 

There could be a… 

1. Beginning:  Introduce your animal and threat 

2. Middle: Speak out for the animal; explain what people can do to protect 
it; compare your animal’s threats to other animals you saw at the Zoo 

3. End/Conclusion: Summary of your argument 

 

 

 

Share your work with your class.  



Share your work with other classes in your school, at home and with the 
school community.  

Speak out for threatened species to 
give them a better chance of being 
saved 

Back at school / home / community 



Prepare a short presentation on one Zoos SA project to save animals from 
extinction.  

https://www.zoossa.com.au/conservation-programs/ 

Go here to see all of the conservation projects or choose your own  


